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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 7915 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SP 

SUBJECT: VIEWS OF INFLUENTIAL POLITICAL COMMENTATOR AND OBSERVER 

1 . EMBOFF SPOKE TODAY WITH ONE OF SPAIN'S TOP POLITICAL 
COMMENTATORS, A MAN OF MODERATE PERSUASION WITH EXCELLENT 
LINES INTO ALL POLITICAL ELEMENTS. HE EXPRESSED THE FOLLOWING 
VIEWS: 

2. THE POLITICAL REFORMIN THE CORTES. DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES, 

HE THOUGHT THE CHANCES WERE BETTER THAN EVEN THAT THE GOS 
COULD SECURE PASSAGE OF A SUBSTANTIALLY UNSCATHED POLITICAL 
REFORM PACKAGE IN THE CORTES. HE AGREED THAT IN THE UNE 
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OF GANZALO FERNANDEZ DE LA MOARA, THE ANEPA OF TOMAS 
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DE CARRANZA, THE UDPE OF CRUZ MARTINEZ ESTRUELAS, 

AND THE REGIONAL GROUP OF LOPEZ RODO, THE BLOCKING 
ONE-THIRD AND MORE EXITED, BUT HE FELT THAT THE GOVT 
WOULD "BUY OFF" SUFFICIENT NUMBERS FROM THESE GROUPS, 
PARTICULARLY FROM THE SO-CALLED REGIONAL GROUP. BASED 
ON CONVERSATIONS WITH GOVT FIGURES (INCLUDING SUAREZ, BUT 
THE FOLLOWING VIEWS DO NOT NECESSARILY COME FROM HIM) THE 
GOS WOULD BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT CERTAIN AMENDMENTS, BUT 
THAT QUESTIONS LIKE THE ELECTORAL LAW, THE UNIVERSAL 
SUFFRAGE FOR UPPER HOUSE AS WELL AS LOWER HOUSE AND THE 
CONSTITUENT NATURE OF THE CORTES PROBABLY NON-NEGOTIABLE. 
-THE KING'S POWER OF REFERENDUM, AS PROPOSED IN 
THE SUAREZ REFORM, WOULD LAY THE KING OPEN TO SOME 
RISK BUT HE AGREED WITH THE GOS FIGURES WHO FELT THAT THE 
FIRST CORTES ELECTIONS MIGHT PRODUCE A DEADLOCKED CORTES 
OR ONE SUFFICIENTLY RIGHT IN COLORATION (THROUGH 
MANIPULATION AT THE LOCAL LEVEL) THAT IT MIGHT PARALYZE 
NECESSARY FURTHER REFORM OR ACTION ON THE ECONOMIC FRONT 
OR EVEN TRY TO TURN THE CLOCK BACK. HE ASSUMED THE KING 
WOULD BE VERY RELUCTANT TO USE THE POWER OF REFERENDUM, 
BUT HE WANTED IT AS A SWORD OF DAMOCLES TO KEEP THE 
CORTES FROM FALLING APART. 

-IN THE EVENT THAT THE CORTES REFUSED TO PUT 
THROUGH THE SUAREZ REFORM PROPOSAL IN ACCEPTABLE 
FORM, THEN THE GOVT WAS PREPARED "WITHIN TWO HOURS" 

TO DISSOLVE THE CORTES AND GO DIRECTLY TO THE PEOPLE. 

IN FACT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT FOR MANY IT WOULD BE A GREAT 
RELIEF TO DO THIS, SINCE THEY WERE FOREVER HAVING TO 
CATER TO THIS UNREPRESENTATIVE CORTES AND THE DESIRES 
OF SOME OF ITS MEMBERS TO SOMEHOW TURN THE CLOCK BACK. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THE MILITARY, DESPITE THE FIASCO 
OVER THE FORCED RETIREMENTS, HE FELT THAT IT WAS PREPARED 
TO GO ALONG WITH THE KING SHOULD DISSOLUTION BECOME 
NECESSARY. HE SAID THAT DESPITE THE MIX UP ON THE RETIRE- 
MENTS, IT HAD BEEN 

BASICALLY A GOOD THING AND RELATED 
AN ANECDOTE BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION. WHEN SOME OF 
HBE SENIOR CAPTIONS GENERALS AND OTHER COMMANDERS 
CAME TO GUTIERREZ MELLADO AND TOLD HIM THAT THE UPROAR 
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IN THEIR UNITS OVER THIS WAS THREATENING TO GET OUT 
OF HAND AND SOMETHING HAD TO BE DONE, GUTIERREZ 
MELLADO REPORTEDLY SAID, ACCORDING 
TO OUR SOURCE, "THANK 

YOU FOR TELLING ME, IF YOU THINK IT'S TOO MUCH FOR YOU 
TO HANDLE, THEN WE'LL RELIEVE YOU OF THE RESPONSIBILITY 
AND I'LL SEE WHAT I CAN DO ABOUT IT." THESE GNERALS, 

WHO ENIOY THEIR IOBS, RETURNED TO THEIR COMMANDS 
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TO CALM THINGS DOWN. 

4. THE BASQUE PROBLEM. MORE THAN THE POLITICAL REFORM IN THE 
CORTES THE BASQUE PROBLEM POSED THE GREATEST 

THREAT TO THE GOS. THE CIVIL GUARD, IN THIS VIEW, 

WOULD NOT OBEY ORDERS AND AT THIS MOMENT IT WAS DIFFICULT 
FOR THE GOVT TO FIND A POLICE FORCE TO SUBSTITUTE 
FOR THEM, ALTHOUGH THE ARMED POLICE WERE OBVIOUSLY MORE 
CAPABLE OF DEALING WITH PUBLIC ORDER PROBLEMS, IN THIS 
INSTANCE, HE THOUGHT THE MILITARY WOULD WANT NO PART 
FO POLICE DUTIES AND HE WAS NOT QUITE SURE WHAT THE GOVT 
COULD DO ABOUT THIS PROBLEM WHICH BADLY WANTED A 
POLITICAL SOLUTION AND COULD DERAIL THE WHOLE PROCESS. 

5. IN OTHER POLITICAL MATTERS, HE EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN 
ABOUT THE COLLISION BETWEEN THE GOS AND THE SOCIALISTS 
OVER THE PSOE CONGRESS AND THE ISSUE OF LEGALIZATION. A 
SOCIALIST JOURNALIST JOINED THE CONVERSATION BRIEFLY TO 
RELATE THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS WHICH IN EFFECT SEEM TO 
AMOUNT TO A BANNING OF TECHNICAL GROUND WHICH AMOUNTS 
TO A POSTPONEMENT, THIS NEWSMAN TOOK THE 

SOCIALIST SIDE OF THE ARGUEMENT, BUT NOTED THAT THINGS 
WERE BETTER AFTER THIS DECISION THAN THEY $AD BEEN 
BEFORE HE ASSERTED THAT THE GOVT'S ATTITUDE HAD 
CHANGED OVERNIGHT FROM A POSTURE OF BANNING THE CONGRESS 
TOTALLY UNLESS THE PSOE LEGALIZED TO ONE OF TEMPORIZING. 
AFTER HE HAD DEPARTED OUR SOURCE NOTED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY AS WELL. SUAREZ AND HIS 
COLLABORATORS WERE DAILY BESEIGED WITH RIGHIST DEMANDS 
FOR BANNING EVERYTHING FROM THE PSOE CONGRESS TO 
CAMBIO 16 ON GROUNDS THAT NONE OF THESE WERE LEGAL 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FRANCO-ERA LAWS STILL ON THE 
BOOKS. (A FINAL NOTE, WE UNDERSTAND THE PSOE WILL 
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GRUDGINGLY ACCEPT THE POSTPONEMENT BUT IS GOING TO 
HAVE SOME HARSH THINGS TO SAY ABOUT THE GOS). LASTLY 
OUR SOURCE NOTED THAT PROSPECTS FOR CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC UNITY WERE LOOKING UP NOW THAT SILVA HAD GONE 
TO THE POPULAR ALLIANCE, THOUGH HE FELT FRAGA 
HAD MADE A MISTAKE. THE POPULAR ALLIANCE WAS A POTENTIALLY 
COHERENT POLITICAL OPTION AFTER THE REFORMS WERE PASSED, 
NOW IT WAS BEING USED IN AN ATTEMPT TO UNDERMINE THE 
REFORMS AND SUAREZ. 

STABLER 
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